MAXIMUM FAMILY GRANT (MFG)
Approved: Signature on file

Number: 100-H3
Date:9/1/97 ( R 12/05)

Effective September 1, 1997 the new Welfare and Institutions code requires that the
Maximum Aid Payment (MAP) not be increased for any child born into a family that has
received CalWORKs continuously for the ten months (partial months count) prior to the
birth of the child. Aid is considered continuous for the ten months prior to the birth of the
child, unless there was a break in aid of at least two consecutive months during that
period. This Maximum Family Grant (MFG) rule continues to apply until the family has
not received aid for at least 24 consecutive months.
This policy includes changes to the MFG informing rules, which are effective September
1, 2000 to comply with the Nickols V.Saenz lawsuit. The lawsuit relates to how
CalWORKs applicants and recipients were informed about the MFG rule and how it was
applied to the children of minors receiving aid in their parent’s assistance units (AU)
(Senior/Minor Parent Cases). It also relates to the counting of zero basic grant months
as part of the two-month break in aid (during the 10 months prior to the child’s birth)
which prevents the MFG rule from applying.
MFG Rule
What is the MFG
The MFG rule requires that the Maximum Aid
Rule?
Payment (MAP) not be increased for any
child(ren) born into an AU that has received aid
for at least ten months immediately prior to the
birth of the child, if an appropriate informing
notice has been provided to the AU at least 10
months prior to the child’s birth.






Although the MAP is not increased for
the MFG child(ren), the child(ren) is
considered a CalWORKs recipient and is
eligible for all related benefits, including
Public Assistance Food Stamps, cashbased Medi-Cal and special needs (such
as temporary shelter payments, special
diet and child care benefits).
The needs of the MFG child(ren) will be
taken into consideration; therefore the
Minimum Basic Standard for Adequate
Care (MBSAC) level will be increased.
However, the benefits that are derived
from the MAP, such as Permanent
Shelter payments for Homeless
Assistance, will not include the MFG
child.

INFORMING
NOTICE

APPLICATION
OF MFG RULE

The CW2102 (Attachment 1) must be provided
to explain the MFG rule to the AU application
and at each Redetermination. The
applicant/recipient must sign and date the
acknowledgement of receipt at the bottom of
the notice. If client refuses to sign, document
this in CalWIN case comments. Client’s refusal
to sign does not invalidate the notification.
Provide a copy of the CW2102 to the client and
retain original.
The MFG rule applies when:






The AU has received written notice of
the MFG rule at least ten months prior to
the birth of the child(ren), and
The AU has not had a break in aid of at
least two consecutive months during the
ten months immediately prior to the
month of birth of the child(ren). A partial
month counts as a month in which aid
was received. Zero basic grant months
do not count as months on aid.
The MFG rule continues to apply until
the AU has not received aid for at least
24 consecutive months.

MFG CHILD
ELIGIBILITY

The MFG child(ren) is considered an eligible
AU member and a recipient of aid including
special needs but is not considered in the MAP.

MBSAC

The MFG child(ren) is included in the AU size for
calculation of the MBSAC.
A District Attorney referral must be made on all MFG
children. CalWIN identifies circumstances that require
the generation of correspondence and automatically
generates the appropriate NOA based on case action.
CalWIN also allows for the manual selection and
printing of correspondence at any time.

District
Attorney
Referral

Revised Effective 2/06

The worker will write “MFG” in red in comments
section of the CW 371 to identify the MFG child for the
DA.
Exempt Income Child Support and Social Security benefits are

exempt from consideration as income in the
CalWORKs grant computation for CalWORKs

New
Effective 2/06

cases subject to the MFG rule:
Child support payments from the absent parent
for the MFG child, whether paid directly to the
MFG child, the custodial parent, or through the
District Attorney/Family Support Office.
Payments from Social Security or other
government programs resulting from the absent
parent’s disability or retirement, and paid on
behalf of the MFG child, fulfills, in whole or in
part, the absent parent’s child support
obligation.
Note: This income must be budgeted for Food
Stamps.
MFG Child’s Any other income the child receives other than
Other Income/ Child Support and payments from Social
Property
Security, is not exempt and would be
considered as income for both eligibility and
grant computations.
If these monies are placed in a savings
account, they do count toward the AU’s
property limit.
The MFG rule shall not apply when:
MFG
EXEMPTIONS
Informing
Requirement

Rape

Incest

The caretaker relative did not receive adequate
notification about the MFG rule. See Q&A’s for
MFG Attachment for additional information
regarding MFG informing requirements.
The child(ren) was conceived as a result of an
act of rape.
The rape has been reported to a law
enforcement agency, medical or mental health
professional or an organization that provides
counseling to victims of rape prior to, or within
three months after, the birth of the child(ren).
The recipient must provide written verification
from one of the entities listed above that the
incident of rape was reported and the date the
report was made. A copy of the actual report is
not required.
The child(ren) was conceived as a result of
incest. Paternity has been established, or the

incest has been reported to a law enforcement
agency, medical or mental health professional
or an organization that provides counseling to
victims of incest prior to, or within three months
after, the birth of the child(ren).
The recipient must provide written verification
from one of the entities listed above that the
incident of incest was reported and the date the
report was made. A copy of the actual report is
not required.
Contraceptive The child(ren) was conceived as a result of the
Failure
failure of:





An intrauterine device (IUD) or;
Norplant or;
Depo Provera
Sterilization of either parent

The recipient must provide written verification
from a physician or a member of the
physician’s staff that documents the
contraceptive failure.
Unaided
The child(ren) was conceived while either
Caretaker
parent was an unaided nonparent caretaker
Relative
relative.
Example: If a Non-Needy Aunt conceives while
receiving CalWORKs on behalf or her nieces
and/or nephews the MFG rule would not apply
to her child if she chose to apply for CalWORKs
for herself.
Not Living
If the MFG child(ren) leaves the parents’ home
with Parent
and lives with a nonparent caretaker relative,
MFG does not apply and the MAP would
include the child(ren).
Two Month
Assistance Unit had a two-month continuous
Break in Aid break in aid during the ten-month period before
the child’s birth. Zero basic grants are counted
as months off aid and are counted toward the
two-month break in aid for MFG.
Children Born Child(ren) born to a minor parent aided in a
to Aided
senior parent case who has MFG applied will
Minor Parents no longer be subject to MFG once the minor
parent establishes his/her own AU.
MINOR PARENT Once the minor establishes his/her own UA,

ESTABLISHES
OWN AU

MFG can be applied to any additional children
born ten months after the CW102 has been
provided, if no other exemptions apply.
A copy of the new informing notice, CW102,
must be provided to the minor parent during
application when they apply for aid in the own
AU.

DEFINITIONS
Law enforcement agency includes federal,
state and local law enforcement agencies.
Mental Health professional means a person
who is licensed by the State of California to
provide counseling services.
Maximum
MFG child means the child, or children (in the
Family Grant case of a multiple birth), that is eligible to
(MFG) Child CalWORKs but is not included in the
Assistance Unit (AU) size for the purpose of
determining the Maximum Aid Payment (MAP).
Received Aid Received aid means received cash aid for
himself/herself or on behalf of his/her eligible
child(ren). This includes:
Law
Enforcement
Mental Health
Professional





NOTICES OF
ACTION

A sanctioned parent,
ineligible alien parent or
Social Security Supplemental Income
(SSI) parent.

CalWIN identifies circumstances that require
the generation of correspondence and
automatically generates the appropriate NOA
based on case action. CalWIN also allows for
the manual selection and printing of
correspondence at any time.
CW Partial Approval-MFG Child
CalWIN #
M44-314
CW Add Person Denial-MFG
CalWIN #
Chilld
M44-314A
CW Add Person Change-MFG
CalWIN #
Child
M44-314B
CW Change-MBSAC Increase
CalWIN #
M44-314C
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A matrix is being developed to cross reference
CDS and CalWIN notices and client
correspondence.

IDENTIFYING
THE MFG CHILD
IN CALWIN

Refer to the CalWIN Resource Guides for
information regarding viewing and printing
forms, client correspondence and notices of
action.
An MFG indicator of “Y” must be entered in the
MFG Child [Y/N] field on the “MFG Child” tab of
the Collect Individual Attributes Detail
subsystem in CalWIN.

ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1 MFG Informing Notice CW2102
Attachment 2 MFG Worksheet
Attachment 3 MFG Q&A

New Effective 2/06

